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COMNIJN CFOLKl NAMES FOR ODONATA 

A considerable amount of information 
on common names and other dragonfly folk­
lore has been received. I appreciate all 
this information which has been received 
from many individuals. ft has included 
original data on the names in use in many 
areas,citatlons of names given in publish­
ed works(some non-entomological), and ref­
erences to complete books on the subject. 
In many cases·copies of the references(in­
cluding one book) were furnished. Most of 
this information would not have been found 
by my own efforts. 

Complete compilation of the material 
is not possible yet,but the following list 
of English names has been made up. Al I of 
the~;. were cited as in_use in Engllsh­
spe~~1ng areas, but obviously some are 
Gaelic, and, at least, one French. 

These names may be classified into 7 
categories - those derived from supposed 
rclntionship or connection with snakes (1-

21 l, or the devi I (22-27), those with ref­
erence. to the supposed ab i I i ty to sting or· 
otherwise injure man or animal (28-36) 
those referring to the resemblance of th~ 
Insect's body to a needle,or of its flight 
to the movement of a spinning needle (37-
46),those with reference to other features 
of the appearance, habit or habitat of the 
insect (47-58), names of other animals 
sometimes applied to dragonflies (59-64), 
and those (in contrast to most of the 
n~mes) with pleasant or beautiful implica­
tions by referring to maiden or lady. Of 
course, some, as adderbolt, snake-stang, 
ether's ni Id, and devil's darning needle, 
could be placed in two or more categories. 

I . adderbo It 7. dragonf I y 
2. adderfly 8. edther 
3. atherbel I 9. ether's ni Id 
4. at herb i 11 10. ether's mon 
5. at her-cap I I . fleei:ng aither 
6. bu 11 adder 12. fleeing ask 

13. fleeing snake 
14. f I y i ng adder 
15. JI y i ng asp 
16. horse adder 
17. penny adder 
18. snake doctor 
19. snake feeder 
20. snake-stang 

(snake's stangl 
21. stangin ether 
22. bad man's needle 
23. devil's darning 

needle 
24. devi I's needle 
25. devi I's riding 

horse 
26. Dickinson's 

horse 
27; Dickinson's 

mare 
28. bullstang 
29. bull-tang 
30. bu 11-t i ng 
31 . cow k i Iler 
32. mu I e k i 11 er 
33. horse-long-

cripple 
34. horse-stang 
35. horse-stinger 
36. hoss sti nger 
37. blue needle 
38. darning needle 

39. green darner 
40. granny's needle 
41 . s i I verp i n 
42. spindle 
43. spindler 
44. spinner 
45. spinneroo 
46. spinnln' Je~nie 
47 .. ba I ance fly: 
48 . f i re f I ee 
49. heather-bi I I 
50. heatherf I ee 
51 . Jacky breez~ 
52. Jacky breezer 
5 3 . k i t e f I ee • 
54. leather wing 
55. mosquito ha~k 
56. Tom breeze , 
57. Tom breezer • 
58. woo6Ni g 
59. hobby-horse 
60. coach-horse· 
61. king fisher 
62. locust 
63. peacock 
64. water butterfly 
65. damse I f I y 

(damosel flyl 
66. demo i se I I e 
67. I ady fly 
68. merry may 

(= May maid) 

Two titles on dragonfly names may be 
added to those cited in Selysia, v.3, #2. 

SAROT, E. E., 1958, Folklore of the 
Dragonfly: A Linguistic Approa9h. 
Roma, Edizioni di Storia e 
Letterature. 80 pp. 

NITSCHE, GEORG, 1965, Die Namen der 
Libel le. Wbrterbuch der Deutschen 
Tiernamen, Belheft 3. Deutsche 
Akademie der Wissenachaften zu 
Berlin, lnstitut fur deutsche 
Sprache und Literature. 41 pp. 

SECOND PURDUE COLLOQUIUM ON THE ODONATA 
August 21-23, 1966 Details on page 3. 
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S E L Y S I A 

A Newsletter of Odonatalogy , 

Compl led at 
Department of Entomology, Purdue Untversl ty 

Lafeyette, I ndt ena -
B~ Elwood Nontgomery . ; 

Issued at Intervals 
as avalfeble ·hews· and Jnformattori warrant 

.This -·news I etter Is desf gned to dt s.;. 
semlrtate .-facts- and news ·about the ac-
t 1 vi t I es o.f Odoneto I og lsts and Odonato l­
ogy., -It , . f s not I nte.n.ded · as a Journa t 

. nor an organ f_or the pub I teat ion .of a_r­
t f cles or .technfcal papers. The name ts 
based upon. that ~f. the "Fat-her of Odona-· 
to I ogy, 11 a aron. Edmond de Se I ys Longchamp_$. 

The Odonatologlst always ·tells people 
-~ •• that rn spite of _the many baneful names 

given to the dragonf I y, and the: frt ght.fu I 
.oc.. '\;·;,. ._Jtt!r._f but es •• acco.rded It 11'.L fQ_I k t9r_e_, _Lt J_s 

entl"rely harmless and cannot injure anyo~e· 
at al r. However, Individuals of many s·p•­
cl es • do ·bi te .' T~_e C<? I I ector usually mu~t 
be careful in rerroving d,.agonf_l ies· from the 
net as they wt 11 frequently bite ·the fibers 
and ·ho·1 d on so firmly that the head· wt 11 
be ptill~d off. I have been bftten by ~ev­
eral species when removing spedmens. from 
the riet. Of course, these· "nips" ·are haf~ 
less, never pierce the sktn,an_d ·are barely 
not t_ceab I e- to the average "tough-skinned" 
CO hector· 0 f snake feeders. One species 
which has~ more ~evere bite _than average 
~s Tachopteryx thoreyt. I have be~n bitten 
aJn,ost every· time I have taken this quite 
rare spe~ies. The average_ lndtvldual with 
a horror· of Insect bites a·nd stings would 
recoi 1. from tti, Jaws of :t'h.($· dragonfly. 

' . ' . , .. . 

lri ~ recent letter,Dr. Thqmas Donnel­
ly wr<>le, 01 nc t dent a 11 y ~ I ~an t'e I I you one 
reason that dragonflies are reputed to 
st Ing;'' they • r~all y· _·do! • A. fema I e Corvph­
aeschna vlrfd1tas that I ·took ln Trinidad 
I ast sprl ng stuck me. with her ovf pos,ltor, 
and I t rea I I y hurtf" 

EXCHANGES 

Sometime ago Mr.Alois Bilek submlt~e~ 
the ~'? I_ l<>Wf ng oo,t f ce_ for Se 1 ys fa. . 

Odonata from U .S .A. wanted ·t n exchange 
for t~os~ .. _<?~ . Europe, . pr_epered ff tst 
rate, or ·.for Di a~ (co.I or) taken of l}v­
r ng specimens·,. 

Aloi s Bilek 
• • Zoologlsche Sanmlung. • 

des Bayerischen Staates 
Schloss Nymphenburg (Nordflugel> 

8 Munchen 19 ( Germany > • • : 

Two other requests for ma.ter_r a I have 
been received. :rece·n t I y. .. . ~ 

I. Dr. Paul Munchberg, 477 Soe$t/ 
Westf.·; ~iindmuhlene·g 93, Germany, wa"ts 
·dragonfly w·ings with cons·iderable amou~ts 
of .color for a study_ of the chep,f.stry • ::of 
the pigments. He Is especially tnt,r­
ested t n forms with I t ght brown, ye 11 qw, 
red or ~ I ack ban.ds. • or spots. He wo(J I d 
probabJy r;eed ·5o~iOO.wings o~· a specl;s; 
the w..i ngs. • may. be' removed. ~rd sent. i !l. ~ an 
enve)ope. . .•• • . : .... • : . ~ 

• z-. Mr-~ -Han>Ta-,:=flhtfi,~-~bMRfuate- Qe- ,-
partment of _Bloe~e~lstry, Btand~Js<t.fnlvtr-=-
s I ty, Via I tham, • Massachusetts, 02154, ~as 
plan.ned a bl~chemical study of . Od~nata. 
He '_ne~ds J. fo :one pound Of a . spec_i es• The 
mater I al, must be sent I Ive, frozen, ·.or 
°freeze·' dried. ·' , .-

Anyol)~ able to fµrnish, the type of qia­
terial desired by either of these Odonato­
logfsts should comnunlcate direct i·y wf th 
h i·m. t 

This co l umn 1 ·s open for announcement.s 
of exchanges desired, or for requesfs·for 
Odonatologtcal material.· Nott,ces wf 11 ibe· 
inclt.1ded in the next ·Issue ~fter they h~ve 
been rece t ved ~-• • • - , ~ 

---------~~~--
We .are trying to comp I et~ a bib t'tq~ 

raphy .of papers on the Qdo~ata by R. -P. 
Longinos Navas. Coples of our I 1$ts wp I 
be exchanged.with anyone who .fs Interested 
I n he I p I ng w i th such a COJ!1p I I at ion. ; -~ 

. BJbl io_graphies of ot~er workers, tn-~­
cl udi ng Selys, . Hages:,, M¢La~hlan, K_iroy, 
Mart.I~, .Ris~ _.La{dlaw, fi:ra~er, etc., are 
al so avat tab le. • • 

• .-.·,.1 .• 



.. - . 

June 30, 1966 SELYSIA, v. 4, fl Page 3 

SECOND COLLOQUIUM ON THE OOONATA 
Memorial Center, Purdue University 

August 21-23, 1966 

The second colloquium on the Odonata 
has been planned for August 21-23, 1966, ·as 
announced in the December I, 1965, Issue 
of Selysia. All local arrangements have 
been approved,but the program has not been 
completed. Furthermore, the discussions 
will be more or less informal, wi II not be 
recorded and the proceedings wil I not be 
pub Ii shed. 

In March asked several people to 
act as organizers, to select panels of 
speakers and arrange programs on the fol­
lowing subjects: 

I. Photography (technique more than 
exhibition, although any prints, slides, 
and films 11entered 11 I ong enough before 
the meeting to al low proper planning can 
be shown) ....... Mrs. Donald Ries 

2. Population sampling and estimates 
..... Mr. Vinnedge Lawrence 

3. Behavior ...• Dr. George Bick 
4. Seasonal life history and influ­

ence of climatic factors ... 
5. Geographical distribution 

Dr. Minter J. Westfall 
6, Rearing techniques and procedures 

Dr. Cl if ford Johnson 
It was my hope and intention at that 

time that I would give no further atten­
tion to the program. However, the 11organ­
i zers" have encountered considerable dif­
ficulties - Dr. E. J. Kormondy,whom I ask­
ed to organize Topic 4, has a conflicting 
corrrnitment which will prevent him from at­
tending and several others found it far 
from easy to line up panel members. Never­
theless, the colloquium will be organized 
approximately as outlined above with the 
addition of a session devoted to reports 
on current work. This latter should be a 
most interesting and valuable part of the 
meeting. It will provide an exchange of 
experiences and ideas, promote co-opera­
tion and prevent duplication. (See request 
for such information below). 

Since the time is rather short I am 
making thefollowing request to al I who are 
vii ling to lead a discussion or serve on a 
panel. Unless you have already been in 
corrrnunication with one of the organizers 
please send me at once an outline or sum­
mary of the presentatfon you are willing 
to give. These will be duplicated and 

out I Ines of all topics on the pr,ogrem 
wi I I be duplicated and distributed to 
al I who attend, hopefully before the 
meeting so that there wi 11 be a basis for 
a more thoughtful discussion than may be 
possible without advance knowledge of the 
material to be presented. 

Also, please let~ know~ once .. .!..f_ 
you £l2.!!. to attend. Do not al low lack of 
such notice prevent you from coming, but 
advance information of the probable atten­
dance wi II be most helpful. 

Anyone who wishes to spend time cqn­
sulting the indices and bibliography may 
come as long before the meeting as desir.ed, 
Unfortunately, it wi 11 be necessary for·me 
to leave Lafayette almost as soon as the 
meeting closes and as al I of my gradu~te 
students wi II be away the laboratory wi II 
be closed. 

REPORT OF CURRENT WORK 

As indicated above some time wil I be 
given to a discussion of current work d~r­
ing the Colloquium. It should be very 
helpful to anyone to know what others qre 
doing. Therefore, if everyone who is qC­
tively working with the Odonata (or even 
has great interest,since sharing interests 
may I ead to act Ive projects l w i 11 send a 
description of his projects and interests, 
these will be summarized for the m~cting 
and later publication in Selysia. 

MORE ODONATA FOLK NANf.S? 

Although we have accumulated much in­
formation on folk names in many languages, 
more wi I I be most welcome. Judging fr9m 
the number tabulated for Italian, German, 
English and Celtic we have obtained only· a 
smal I proportion of the names of other Ian- ~l 
guages. Among those for which we have re­
ceived few or none are: ,French, Provencal, 
Catalan, Spanish, Galicra'A, Portuguese, 
Hungarian, Polish, Slovene, Russian,Greek, 
Finnish,the Scandinavian languages and dl­
alects (to mention only a few of the more 
corrmon languages of Europe), African, mid­
eastern and Oriental. 

More information of su:h names aRP~~rs 
to be available from specialists and books 
in the fol lowing fields, than from entomo­
logists: floklore, anthr.opology, linguis­
tics and travel. 




